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The Mayor & Councillors 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 

PO Box 420 

Cootamundra NSW 2590 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

An Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in the Alby Schultz meeting Centre, Cootamundra on: 

Tuesday, 28th April, 2020 at 6:00PM 

The agenda for the meeting is enclosed. 

Phillip McMurray 

General Manager 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri people, the Traditional Custodians of the Land at which 
the meeting is held and pays its respects to Elders, both past and present, of the Wiradjuri 
Nation and extends that respect to other Aboriginal people who are present. 

ADJOURN MEETING FOR OPEN FORUM 

2 OPEN FORUM 

RESUME OPEN MEETING 

3 APOLOGIES 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
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5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

5.1 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 31 MARCH 2020 

REPORTING OFFICER Marianne McInerney, Personal Assistant to the General Manager 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 
31 March 2020   

      

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 31 March 2020 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of the meeting. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, GUNDAGAI 

 

6:00PM, TUESDAY 31ST MARCH, 2020  
 

Administration Centres:  1300 459 689 
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MINUTES OF COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, GUNDAGAI 
ON TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 2020 AT 6:00PM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Abb McAlister (Mayor), Cr Dennis Palmer (Deputy Mayor), Cr Leigh Bowden, Cr David 
Graham, Cr Gil Kelly, Cr Penny Nicholson, Cr Doug Phillips, Cr Charlie Sheahan, Cr Craig 
Stewart 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Phil McMurray (Acting General Manager), Ganesh Ganeshamoorthy (Manager Assets), 
Susan Gheller (Manager of Business), Sharon Langman (Manager Development, Building 
and Compliance), Andrew Brock (Manager Facilities), Tim Swan (Manager Finance), Matt 
Stubbs (Manager Technical Services), Wayne Bennett (Manager Waste, Parks & Recreation 
Services) 

 

Note: 

Pursuant to s747A of the Local Government Act, 1993 Cr Dennis Palmer (Deputy Mayor) and Cr’s Bowden, Kelly, 
Phillips, Sheahan and Stewart attended the meeting remotely using an audio-visual link. 

 

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Chairperson acknowledged the Wiradjuri people who are the Traditional Custodians of the Land at which 
the meeting was held and paid his respects to Elders, both past and present, of the Wiradjuri Nation and 
extended that respect to other Aboriginal people who were present. 

 

2 OPEN FORUM 

Note: Due to COVID-19 the Meeting was closed to the public and there was no Open Forum. The Meeting was 
livestreamed. No written submissions relating to items on the agenda or any other matter were received by 
Council for presentation at the meeting. 

3 APOLOGIES  

Nil  

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST  

Nil 

 

 

 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
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5.1 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2020 

RESOLUTION  077/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Sheahan 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 25 February 2020 be confirmed as a true 
and correct record of the meeting. 

CARRIED 

 
 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  078/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

That Council suspend standing orders to bring forward consideration of item 8.2.2 presentation of Audited 
Financial statements. 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

8.2.2 PRESENTATION OF AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Note: Mr Brad Bohun of Crowe delivered a presentation to Council on the Audited Financial Statements for 
the year ended 30th June, 2019. 

RESOLUTION  079/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

Item 8.2.2 Presentation of Audited Financial Statements be moved forward to allow Mr Brad Bohun of 
Crowe to deliver a presentation to Council on the Audited Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June, 
2019. 
 

CARRIED 
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5.2 MINUTES OF THE INTERNAL AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12 MARCH 2020 

RESOLUTION  080/2020   

Moved: Cr Doug Phillips 
Seconded: Cr David Graham 

That: 

1. The Minutes of the Internal Audit Committee Meeting held on Thursday 12 March 2020 and 12 
March 2020, attached under separate cover, be received and noted; 

2. The External Audit Report, on the operation of s355 Committees, attached under separate cover, 
and foreshadowed administrative actions be also noted. 

CARRIED 

  
 
 

6 MAYORAL MINUTES 

6.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - COUNCILLOR ENGAGEMENT FOR MARCH, 2020 

Note: the following amendments were made at the meeting: 

21st -22nd February, 2020 

Cr Sheahan did not attend the Australian Local Government Women’s Association forum in Griffith. 

5th March, 2020 

Cr Nicholson attended the Cootamundra Tourism Action Group s355 Committee Annual General Meeting and 
Ordinary Meeting. 

12th March, 2020 

Cr Nicholson attended Jubilee Park for the official opening of the new adventure playground funded through 
the Stronger Country Communities Fund R1, with Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke, MP. 

RESOLUTION  081/2020   

Moved: Cr Dennis Palmer 
Seconded: Cr Craig Stewart 

The Mayoral Minute and additional information provided at the meeting be received and noted. 
CARRIED 

  
 

7 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Nil   

8 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
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8.1 BUSINESS 

8.1.1 INFORMATION BULLETIN 

RESOLUTION  082/2020   

Moved: Cr Gil Kelly 
Seconded: Cr Dennis Palmer 

 The Information Bulletin, and correspondence, attached under separate cover, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 
 
 

8.1.2 COUNCIL MEETING ACTION REPORT 

RESOLUTION  083/2020   

Moved: Cr Leigh Bowden 
Seconded: Cr Craig Stewart 

The updated Council Meeting Action Report, attached, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 
 
 

8.1.3 MINUTES OF COOTAMUNDRA HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD 3 FEBRUARY, 2020 AND 2 
MARCH, 2020 

RESOLUTION  084/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Doug Phillips 

The Minutes of the Cootamundra Heritage Centre Management s.355 Committee meetings held on 3rd 
February and 2nd March, 2020, attached under separate cover, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

8.1.4 COOTAMUNDRA SHOWGROUND USERS GROUP S355 COMMITTEE MINUTES 18 MARCH, 2020 

RESOLUTION  085/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

1. The Minutes of the Cootamundra Showground Users s355 Committee held 18th March, 2020, 
attached under separate cover, be received and noted.  

2. The tree referred to in item 1.8 General Business of the Minutes be removed by Council officers if 
possible. 
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3.    The request for a donation to cover the cost of ground hire for the 2020/21 financial year submitted 
by Riding for the Disabled be deferred to the Ordinary Meeting to be held 28th April, 2020 and 
considered in conjunction with the community donation program. 

CARRIED 

 

8.1.5 MINUTES OF THE STOCKINBINGAL MEMORIAL HALL S355 COMMITTEE 27TH FEBRUARY, 2020 

RESOLUTION  086/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Dennis Palmer 

The Minutes of the Stockinbingal Memorial Hall s355 Committee meeting held 27th February, 2020, 
attached under separate cover, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 

MINUTES OF THE COOTAMUNDRA TOURISM ACTION GROUP S355 COMMITTEE (LATE ITEM) 

Note: The Minutes from the Cootamundra Tourism Action Group s355 Committee Annual General 
Meeting and Committee Meeting were accepted by the Chairperson as a Late Report. 

RESOLUTION  087/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Sheahan 

Council note the Cootamundra Tourism Actions Group’s preference for Brand Concept three (3) 
(separate logos). However, if this concept is also adopted by council, that further tweaks to the 
logo design and a different by-line be implemented to better reflects the key offerings and 
community pride in Cootamundra the Cootamundra Tourism Actin Group s355 Committee 
believe have been missed from the current draft strategy document. 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.1.6 MINUTES OF THE GUNDAGAI TOURISM ACTION S.355 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 24 FEBRUARY 
2020 

RESOLUTION  088/2020   

Moved: Cr Penny Nicholson 
Seconded: Cr David Graham 
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1. The Minutes from the Gundagai Tourism Action s355 Committee meeting held 24th February, 2020, 
attached under separate cover, be received and noted. 

2. Council adopt the brand concept three (3): Gundagai, “Gundagai Unleash your Freedom” and refrain 
from adopting a regional logo.  

3.         Council look at options for funding for the purchase and installation of a speaker system for Sheridan 
Street that plays the local radio station and be utilised for events. 

CARRIED 

 
 
 
 

8.1.7 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ARTS CENTRE COOTAMUNDRA S.355 COMMITTEE, HELD 19 
MARCH, 2020 

RESOLUTION  089/2020   

Moved: Cr Leigh Bowden 
Seconded: Cr David Graham 

1. The Minutes of The Arts Centre Cootamundra held 19th March, 2020, attached under separate cover, 
be received and noted. 

2. Recommendations included in the Minutes be considered by Council’s Manager Facilities.  

CARRIED 
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8.1.8 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ARTS CENTRE COOTAMUNDRA S.355 COMMITTEE, HELD 20 
FEBRUARY, 2020 

RESOLUTION  090/2020   

Moved: Cr Doug Phillips 
Seconded: Cr Craig Stewart 

The Minutes of the Meeting of The Arts Centre Cootamundra s.355 Committee, held 20th February, 2020, 
attached under separate cover, be received and noted.   

CARRIED 

 
 
 

8.1.9 REPORT TO COUNCIL FROM COOTAMUNDRA CREATIVE ARTS INCORPORATED - MARCH 2020 

RESOLUTION  091/2020   

Moved: Cr Doug Phillips 
Seconded: Cr Leigh Bowden 

The report from Cootamundra Creative Arts Inc., attached under separate cover, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 
 
 

8.1.10 FURTHER REVIEW OF S355 COMMITTEE OPERATIONS 

RESOLUTION  092/2020   

Moved: Cr Charlie Sheahan 
Seconded: Cr Craig Stewart 

1. Council hold a workshop to consider its approach to ongoing community participation and 
administrative burdens on the operational independence of community groups; 

2. Council assess the effectiveness of the s355 Committee structure in best achieving the required 
balance between governance, administrative requirements and expectations of the community in 
respect of desired delivery and service outcomes.  

CARRIED 
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8.1.11 COUNCILLOR WORKSHOP REPORT 

It was moved by Cr’s Palmer (Deputy Mayor) and Kelly: 

1. The report on the Councillor Workshop held 24th March, 2020 be received. 

2. Council redraft the draft tender document to include the management of the weighbridge to the 
successful tenderer. 

3. Council endorse the proposed changes to the onsite sewer charge. 

4. Council approve the allocation of $10,000 for work to be commenced to implement the commercial 
trade waste charges in Cootamundra. 

5. Council endorse the proposed changes to Council Community Donations Policy. 

6. Council endorse the Financial Sustainability Review video of Dr Drew be shared with Council staff and 
the community. 

On being put to the vote Motion was LOST. 

 

RESOLUTION  093/2020   

Moved: Cr Doug Phillips 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

1. The report on the Councillor Workshop held 24th March, 2020 be received. 

2. Council endorse the amended Material Recycling Facility to go to Tender as tabled at the meeting. 

3. Council endorse the proposed changes to the onsite sewer charge. 

4. Council approve the allocation of $10,000 for work to be commenced to implement the commercial 
trade waste charges in Cootamundra. 

5. Council endorse the proposed changes to Council Community Donations Policy. 

6. Council endorse the Financial Sustainability Review video of Dr Drew be shared with Council staff 
and the community. 

CARRIED 
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8.1.12 FINAL REPORT FOR BOUNDARIES COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION  094/2020   

Moved: Cr Penny Nicholson 
Seconded: Cr David Graham 

1. Council receive the Final Report for Boundaries Commission report, Dr Drew’s Cover over Letter for 
the Boundaries Commission Report and the Local Government Boundaries Commission Notice for 
Submissions, attached under separate cover.  

2. The Mayor and General Manager be authorised to distribute Dr Drew’s cover letter for Boundaries 
Commissions Report and the Final Report for Boundaries Commission, attached, with Council’s 
submission to the Boundaries Commission, Minister for Local Government, Premier, Deputy 
Premier and Member for Cootamundra. 

3. The Final Report for Boundaries Commission report be displayed on Council’s Website and a copy 
made available at the Customer Service Centres.  

4. A copy be made available to any interested party. 

CARRIED 

 
 

8.1.13 RIVERINA JOINT ORGANISATION BOARD MEETING REPORT 

RESOLUTION  095/2020   

Moved: Cr Craig Stewart 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Sheahan 

The report on the Riverina Joint Organisation Board Meeting held 27th February, 2020 be received and 
noted. 

CARRIED 

  

8.2 FINANCE 

8.2.1 INVESTMENT REPORT - FEBRUARY 2020 

RESOLUTION  096/2020   

Moved: Cr Doug Phillips 
Seconded: Cr David Graham 

The Investment Report as at 29th February, 2020, attached under separate cover,  be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 

8.2.2 PRESENTATION OF AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Note: The presentation of the Audited Financial Statements was considered earlier in the meeting following 
item 5.1 minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council Held Tuesday , 25th February, 2020.  
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RESOLUTION  097/2020   

Moved: Cr Penny Nicholson 
Seconded: Cr Leigh Bowden 

The General Purpose Financial Statements, Special Purpose Financial Statements and Special Schedules for 
the year ended 30 June, 2019 be adopted. 

 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

8.2.3 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2020 

RESOLUTION  098/2020   

Moved: Cr Penny Nicholson 
Seconded: Cr Craig Stewart 

1. The Monthly Finance Report for February, 2020, attached under separate cover, be received and 
noted. 

2. The Manager Assets prepare a report on Plant costings for the consideration of Council at the 
Ordinary Meeting scheduled to be held on 28th April, 2020.  

CARRIED 

 
 
 

8.2.4 GRADER FINANCE 

RESOLUTION  099/2020   

Moved: Cr Leigh Bowden 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

Authority be granted to the General Manager to execute the loan application with Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia as detailed in the report. 

CARRIED 

  
 

8.3 COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

Nil  
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8.4 DEVELOPMENT, BUILDING AND COMPLIANCE 

 

8.4.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 2020 

RESOLUTION  100/2020   

Moved: Cr David Graham 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

The information on Development Applications approved in February, 2020 be noted.  

 

VOTING RECORD 

FOR RESOLUTION AGAINST RESOLUTION 

Cr Abb McAlister (Mayor) 

Cr Dennis Palmer 

Cr Leigh Bowden 

Cr David Graham 

Cr Gil Kelly 

Cr Penny Nicholson 

Cr Doug Phillips 

Cr Charlie Sheahan 

Cr Craig Stewart 

Nil 

ABSENT DECLARED INTEREST 

Nil Nil 

 

CARRIED 
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8.4.2 LISTING UNDER SCHEDULE 8 CLEAN AIR REGULATION - CONTROL OF BURNING 

RESOLUTION  101/2020   

Moved: Cr Charlie Sheahan 
Seconded: Cr Doug Phillips 

Council not adopt the Listing Under Schedule 8 Clean Air Regulation as detailed in the report. 

 

VOTING RECORD 

FOR RESOLUTION AGAINST RESOLUTION 

Cr Abb McAlister (Mayor) 

Cr Dennis Palmer 

Cr Leigh Bowden 

Cr David Graham 

Cr Gil Kelly 

Cr Penny Nicholson 

Cr Doug Phillips 

Cr Charlie Sheahan 

Cr Craig Stewart 

Nil 

ABSENT DECLARED INTEREST 

Nil Nil 

 

CARRIED 

  
 

8.5 REGULATORY SERVICES 

Nil  
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8.6 ASSETS 

8.6.1 COOTAMUNDRA WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 

RESOLUTION  102/2020   

Moved: Cr Gil Kelly 
Seconded: Cr Leigh Bowden 

The report on the Cootamundra Water Main Replacement Program and Water Main Progress Map, 
attached to the report, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 
 

8.6.2 STOCKINBINGAL SEWERAGE SCHEME 

RESOLUTION  103/2020   

Moved: Cr Dennis Palmer 
Seconded: Cr Penny Nicholson 

1. The report on the Stockinbingal Sewerage Scheme and the Stockinbingal Sewerage Scheme Concept 
Design Report, attached under separate cover, be received and noted.  

2. Council engage NSW Public Works Authority to prepare a business case for the proposed 
Stockinbingal Sewerage Scheme. 

3. An application be made under the Safe and Secure Water Program for funding towards a detailed 
design. 

CARRIED 

 
 

8.6.3 FLOOD MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

RESOLUTION  104/2020   

Moved: Cr Leigh Bowden 
Seconded: Cr Charlie Sheahan 

1. Council approve that the Cootamundra Flood Risk Management Plan, attached under separate 
cover, be included in an application to be prepared and submitted to the NSW Government 
Floodplain Management Program 2020-21. 

2. If the application, referred to in 1 above, is successful, Council approved a $20,000 co-contribution 
for the project through Council’s Water Fund. 

CARRIED 
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8.7 CIVIL WORKS 

 

8.7.1 NANGUS WATER SUPPLY 

RESOLUTION  105/2020   

Moved: Cr Penny Nicholson 
Seconded: Cr Dennis Palmer 

1. The report on the Nangus Water Supply and the Nangus Water Supply Feasibility Study, attached 
under separate cover, report be received and noted. 

2. Copies of the Nangus Water Supply Feasibility Study are to be placed on Council’s website and 
copies made available to interested community members.  

3. Council endorse progressing the next Business Case stage of the Nangus Water Supply project and 
that Council request the Office of Local Government approve any remaining funds from the project 
budget be restricted within Council’s Water Fund, in consideration so that this invaluable piece of 
work can progress through to completion.  

4. Cardno be appointed to undertake the Business Cases for Options 2 and 7 as a shared venture with 

Goldenfields Water County Council provided a satisfactory quote is received. 

 

CARRIED 

 
 

8.7.2 CIVIL WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES REPORT - MARCH 2020 

RESOLUTION  106/2020   

Moved: Cr Craig Stewart 
Seconded: Cr Doug Phillips 

The Civil Works and Technical Services Report for the month of March, 2020 be received. 

CARRIED 

  

8.8 TECHNICAL SERVICES 

Nil  

8.9 FACILITIES 

Nil  
 
 
 

8.10 WASTE, PARKS AND RECREATION 

Nil  
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9 MOTION OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

Nil  

10 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil   

11 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS    

Nil  
 

The Meeting closed at 8:04 PM. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 28 April, 2020. 

 

................................................... ................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON GENERAL MANAGER 
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6 MAYORAL MINUTES 

6.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - COUNCILLOR ENGAGEMENT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325185 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

REPORTING OFFICER Marianne McInerney, Personal Assistant to the General Manager 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

To keep Councillors and the community aware of my engagements on behalf of Council I intend to 
provide regular updates through my Mayoral Minutes. These Minutes will also include copies of 
relevant correspondence received by me, if any. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The information in the Mayoral Minute be received and noted. 
 
30th March, 2020 

Cr Sheahan attended an Adina Care Board meeting. 

I attended a Riverina Eastern Region Organisation of Councils (REROC) biodiversity seminar via 
Zoom. 

31st March, 2020 

Cr Palmer (Deputy Mayor), Crs Bowden, Graham, Kelly, Nicholson, Phillips, Sheahan, Stewart and I 
attended a Councillor Workshop with Phillip McMurray (General Manager) and senior Council staff 
via Microsoft Team.  

1st April, 2020 

Cr Nicholson, Phillip McMurray (General Manager) and I had a meeting with Mark Tilley (John 
Holland Rail) in relation to the rail viaduct in Gundagai. 

3rd April, 2020 

I attended a REROC Executive meeting via Zoom. 

4th April, 2020 

Cr Bowden attended an Australian Local Government Women’s Association (ALGWA) informal 
discussion, via Zoom, on the way forward with COVID-19.  

7th April, 2020 

Cr Palmer (Deputy Mayor) and Cr’s Bowden, Graham, Nicholson, Sheahan and I attended a 
Workshop with Phillip McMurray (General Manager) and senior Council staff via Microsoft Team. 

8th April, 2020 

I attended a Riverina Joint Organisation working party meeting via Zoom. 
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9th April, 2020 

I attended a Gundagai Rail Viaduct Stakeholders meeting. 

14th April, 2020 

Cr Palmer (Deputy Mayor) and Cr’s Bowden, Graham, Kelly, Nicholson, Sheahan, and I attended a 
Workshop with Phillip McMurray (General Manager) and senior Council staff via Microsoft Team. 

17th April, 2020 

I attended a REROC Executive meeting via Zoom. 

Cr Bowden attended an Easter Riverina Arts Advisory Committee meeting via Zoom. 

18th April, 2020 

Cr Bowden attended and ALGWA Executive meeting via Zoom. 

21st April, 2020 

Cr Palmer (Deputy Mayor) Cr’s Bowden, Graham, Kelly, Nicholson, Sheahan and I attended a 
Workshop with Phillip McMurray (General Manager) and senior Council staff via Microsoft Team. 

22nd April, 2020 

C Bowden attended the Riverina Regional Library Advisory Committee meeting via Zoom. 

23rd April, 2020 

I attended a REROC and Riverina Joint Organisation meeting via Zoom. 
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7 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Nil   

8 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
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8.1 BUSINESS 

8.1.1 NEW REGULATIONS IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325866 

REPORTING OFFICER Greg Briscoe-Hough, Relief Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.3 Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is a premier local 
government Council 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Modification of Statutory Requirements in Response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic ⇩  

2. Rates and Charges Financial Hardship Policy ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Council determine whether to adhere to the regular statutory timetable for the 
Operational Plan and rating process or delay these for the permitted 30 day extension 
period. 

2. The relaxation of statutory provisions in relation to advertising and access to various public 
documents be noted. 

3. Council consider the impact of the new regulations outlined in the report on existing 
policies more fully once normal circumstances resume. 

4. Consideration of the waiving of any non-rate related Fees and Charges under a new COVID-
19 category be referred to Council for determination.  

5. Facilitate, where Council determines, relief measures to local ratepayers and businesses. 

 

 
Introduction 

Councillors will be aware that, in addition to postponing the next Council election, the State 
Government amended the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) so that regulations may be made 
under section 747B of the Act to modify the application of sections of the Act for the purposes of 
“responding to the public health caused by the COVID-19 pandemic” and that any such provisions 
automatically expire after 6 months, or earlier if decided by the Parliament. 
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Discussion 

Pursuant to Section 747B of the Act a number of regulations have been made to temporarily modify 
the application of the Act to:  

• Extend some statutory deadlines for plans and setting of rates (generally by a month as listed 

in Table A) noting, however, a Council can still direct that an Operational Plan be adopted by 

the 1st July, 2020 due date and ensure rates are levied and served by 1st August, 2020; 

 

• Address basic administrative procedures relating to public notices and public access to 

documents remotely rather than in person (e.g. Council meeting papers, Code of Meeting 

Practice, Plans of Management, Local policies, Audited accounts, and flood and fire risk 

manuals): 

• Facilitate, where Council determines, relief measures to local ratepayers and businesses, 

again generally by a month in relation to rates due dates. 

The potential for Council to immediately waive or offer other fee relief beyond normal ‘hardship’ 
provisions under a new COVID-19 category is also provided for without the normal statutory 
notification requirements. 

Of a more significant and longer term impact, with the temporary closure of some local newspapers 
and to assist councils to reduce their costs, the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 has 
also been amended to permanently remove requirements for newspaper advertising for a number 
of areas, including: 

• Integrated Planning documents including Delivery Program, Operational Plan (including 
Budget and Fees and Charges) 

• Council Meeting Notices 

• Notifications in relation to certain filming projects 

• Consultation concerning categorisation of land as an area of cultural significance 

• Open and selective tendering processes 

• Poll and referendum notices by Election Managers 
 

Council will instead be required to publish notices on their websites and in such other manner that 
they consider necessary “to bring it to the notice of the local community or other interested 
persons.” Clearly, these amendments do not represent a prohibition to use local papers should the 
Council feel that was necessary. 

It should also be noted that the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 has been 
amended to remove the requirements on councils to notify planning processes, applications and 
determinations in local newspapers. It is now sufficient for these matters to be advertised on 
Council’s website or the NSW Government’s Planning Portal. 

 

Table A: Permissible deadlines established under s747B  
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Section of LG Act Prior deadline New deadline 

Adoption of Operational 
Plan – s405(1) 

By 1 July 2020 By 1 August 2020 

Making of a rate or 
charge – s533 

By 1 August 2020 By 1 September 2020 

Date by which quarterly 
rates are payable – 
s562(3)(a) 

31 August 2020 30 September 2020 

Quarterly review 
statements (QBRS) – Cl 
203(1) of Regulation 

The third quarter 
2019-20 QBRS 

(currently May 2020) 

Third quarter QBRS - June 2020. 

All future QBRS remain due as 
per Regulation. 

Submission of audited 
Financial Reports – 
s416(1) 

31 October 2020 30 November 2020 

Preparation and publish 
of Annual Reports –
s428(1) 

30 November 2020 31 December 2020 
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8.1.2 FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY REVIEW BY DR JOSEPH DREW 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325865 

REPORTING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.1 Decision-making is based on collaborative, transparent and 
accountable leadership 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Dr Joseph Drew - Cover Letter ⇩  

2. Cootamundra-Gundagai Financial Sustainability Review by 
Dr Joseph Drew.    

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. The report on the Financial Sustainability of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council by 
Dr Joseph Drew, attached to the report, be adopted by Council as a reference document. 

2. Council consider the recommendations made by Dr Drew contained within the report. 

3. Council make representations to The Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Shelley 
Hancock to finance the service of Dr Joseph Drew provided by University of Technology 
Sydney. 

 

 
Introduction 

Dr Joseph Drew was engaged, through the University of Technology Sydney, to undertake a review 
of the current financial position of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council and to provide a report 
on its future financial sustainability. The Financial Sustainability of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council report by Dr Joseph Drew, attached to the report, details the changes required to assure the 
financial sustainability of Council for the next three to five years.  

 

Discussion 

The Financial Sustainability of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council report provides a 
comprehensive overview of Council current financial status including liabilities and offers proposed 
solutions. 

Council needs to consider the recommendations included in the attached report and resolve those 
recommendations accordingly 
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8.1.3 COOTAMUNDRA COMMUNITY ARTS CULTURAL CENTRE - REPORT FROM CHAIRPERSON 
APRIL 2020 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325863 

REPORTING OFFICER Greg Briscoe-Hough, Relief Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.2 Active participation and engagement in local decision-
making 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. CCACC Chairperson Report to Council April, 2020 ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Cootamundra Community Arts Cultural Centre – Report From Chairperson April 2020 report, 
attached to the report, be received and noted. 

 
 
Introduction 

Council has received Isabel Scott, Cootamundra Community Arts Cultural Centre Chairperson's 
Report for April, 2020 

Discussion 

The report discusses the current status of the Centre in the Covid-19 environment. 
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8.1.4 COMMUNITY DONATIONS POLICY 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 326078 

REPORTING OFFICER Greg Briscoe-Hough, Relief Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

1. A vibrant and supportive community: all members of our 
community are valued 

1.1 Our Community is inclusive and connected 
  

  
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Draft Community Donations Policy ⇩  

2. Draft Community Donations Policy Procedure ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. The proposed Community Donations Policy, attached to the report, be adopted. 

2. The appropriate provision for the budgeting and funding of the Community Donations 
program be included in the Operational Plan. 

3. The General Manager be delegated to develop, implement and review as required, the 
associated Community Donations Policy Procedures, attached to the report, consistent 
with the attached draft in 1 above. 

 

 
Introduction 

Cootamundra- Gundagai Regional Council (CGRC), and the former Cootamundra and Gundagai Shire 
Councils, have traditionally supported local sporting clubs, community groups and individuals 
through the provision of financial, and in kind, support. It is imperative that CGRC continues to 
provide that support to its communities now and into the future. 

The purpose of this Policy is to enable Council to support the local initiatives put forward by the 
organisations that promote these values. In doing so, the Policy aims to:  

1. Make provision in Council’s budget to provide financial assistance to selected organisations 
which meet the criteria set out in this Policy and associated procedures. 

2. Provide an annual open and transparent decision-making process for requests for donations 
from Council. And, 

3. Ensure an accessible and equitable process for those seeking donations from Council. 
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Discussion 

Councillors will be familiar with community requests coming before Council on an ad hoc basis 
throughout any one year. To meet regulatory requirements in relation to wider community 
consideration of these various requests, the Act, and Office of Local Government guidelines, 
provides a mechanism to do this holistically by considering any and all requests annually and with 
consistent application and assessment procedures.  

Section 356 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) prescribes the requirements when councils 
provide financial assistance to others (including charitable, community and sporting organisations 
and private individuals). Financial assistance must be for the purposes of exercising the council’s 
functions under the Act.  

(See also Office of Local Government Circular 06-32 – Provision of financial assistance under Section 
356) 

Section 377 (1A) of the Act states that the power can be delegated and this permission is mirrored 
in Section 356(3) which, in similar terms, removes the need for 28 days public notice of a proposal 
to pass a resolution to grant financial assistance prior to doing so where: 

• The assistance is part of a specific program which has been included in the council’s 
management plan (the purpose of this policy). 

• The program’s budget does not exceed 5% of the council’s income from ordinary rates for 
the year. And,  

• The program is uniformly available to all or a significant group of persons within the area. 
 

This approach will enable Council to compare and contrast the various requests and align them with 
programs and initiatives already identified in Council’s plans and strategies as part of the annual 
Operational Plan and Delivery Program review. 
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8.1.5 UPDATED COUNCIL MEETING ACTION REPORT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325476 

REPORTING OFFICER Marianne McInerney, Personal Assistant to the General Manager 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.2 Active participation and engagement in local decision-
making 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Updated Council Meeting Action Report ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Updated Council Meeting Action Report be received and noted. 
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8.1.6 MINUTES OF THE COOTAMUNDRA TOURISM ACTION GROUP S355 COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD 5 MARCH 2020 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325867 

REPORTING OFFICER Greg Briscoe-Hough, Relief Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.2 Active participation and engagement in local decision-
making 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the Minutes of the Cootamundra Tourism Action Group s355 Committee held 5th 
March, 2020, and partially considered by Council at the Council Meeting of 31st March, 
2020, be received and noted. 

2. Council confirm Committee Membership of Dotti Le Sage and Hans Bruitzman on the 
Cootamundra Tourism Action Group s355 Committee.  

 

 
Introduction 

The Minutes of both the Annual General Meeting and Ordinary meeting of the Cootamundra 
Tourism Action Group s355 Committee, both held 5th March, 2020, were omitted from the last 
Council meeting agenda. One item of business from the Ordinary meeting was discussed and 
resolved. 

Discussion 

The purpose of this report is to note the other items, note the impact of COVID-19 on funding 
recommendations, and confirm the Membership of two new Committee members.  
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8.1.7 INFORMATION BULLETIN 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325889 

REPORTING OFFICER Marianne McInerney, Personal Assistant to the General Manager 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.3 Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is a premier local 
government Council 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Managing Fraud and Corruption Risks During the COVID-19 
⇩  

2. Stories in Time of COVID-19 ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Information Bulletin and correspondence, attached to the report, be received and noted. 

 

 
Introduction 

Council receives circulars and correspondence from a variety of sources. The attached circulars and 
correspondence are provided for the information of Council and the community. 
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8.2 FINANCE 

8.2.1 BORROWING FOR COOTAMUNDRA WATER MAINS REPLACEMENT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325955 

REPORTING OFFICER Tim Swan, Manager Finance and Customer Service 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

3. Sustainable natural and built environments: we connect 
with the places and spaces around us 

3.2 Our built environments support and enhance liveability 
  

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.1 Decision-making is based on collaborative, transparent and 
accountable leadership 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS $4,000,000 will be borrowed, and repaid over 10 years 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil    

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council give authority to the General Manager to execute the loan application with 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 

 
 
Introduction 

Council’s 2019/20 Operational Plan provided for a substantial programme of water main renewal to 
be funded by borrowings of $4,000,000 from Tcorp. 

 

Discussion 

Following a protracted application process, the application to borrow the funds was rejected by 
Tcorp. Cash reserves are insufficient to fund the works, while maintaining sufficient working capital 
for other significant projects, including the Gundagai Sewerage Treatment Plant replacement. 

Commonwealth Bank of Australia have offered an extremely competitive interest rate of 2.51%pa 
fixed, with semi-annual repayments.  
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8.2.2 INVESTMENT REPORT - MARCH 2020 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325956 

REPORTING OFFICER Tim Swan, Manager Finance and Customer Service 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.3 Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is a premier local 
government Council 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Council’s investment income for March 2020 was $18,133.48, 35% 
under the budgeted figure of $27,985.00.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Council investments comply fully with Section 625 of the Local 
Government Act (NSW), 1993, Local Government (General) 
Regulation, 2005 paragraph 212 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS The Investment Policy was adopted on 31st July 2018 and is due 
for review on 31st July 2021. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. March 2020 Investment Report ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Investment Report as at 31 March 2020 be received and noted. 

 
Introduction 

The monthly investment report provides an overview of Council’s investments, and their 
performance for the month. 

Discussion 

Investments for March 2020 have produced interest of $18,133.48, 35% below the adjusted budget.  
 
Some analysis was provided at the Ordinary Meeting held 25th February, 2020 to demonstrate the 
causes of the poor returns. Interest rates have continued to fall, with the benchmark going from 
0.9% in February to 0.5% in March. A further downgrade in the upcoming Quarterly Budget Review 
will be required. 
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8.2.3 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325957 

REPORTING OFFICER Tim Swan, Manager Finance and Customer Service 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.1 Decision-making is based on collaborative, transparent and 
accountable leadership 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Regular monitoring of Council’s finances will ensure that any 
issues are identified in a timely manner. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Finance Report March 2020 ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Monthly Finance Report for be received and noted. 

 
Introduction 

This monthly reporting package provides Councillors with an update on the current budget status. 

Discussion 

Overall expenditure remains on budget. Income is under budget, largely due to delays in the 
construction of the Gundagai Sewerage Treatment Plant and the associated capital grants. While 
over half of the income for this project will need to be deferred until 2020/21, it is anticipated that 
the completion of the majority of SCCF projects will enable final invoices to be raised. 
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8.2.4 MARCH 2020 MAJOR PROJECTS PROGRESS REPORT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325815 

REPORTING OFFICER Paul Woods, Executive Director - PMO 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.3 Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is a premier local 
government Council 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Updated Project spreadsheet ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. The March, 2020 Major Projects Progress Report on project status be received and noted. 

2. The recommended changes to the project budgets as listed be adopted. 

 
 
Introduction 

Council is currently managing 110 projects worth $53,030,487. This report provides a monthly 
update as at 31st March, 2020 as to the progress of the projects for the information of Council. The 
attached schedule provides a brief update on the status of each of the projects. 

 

Discussion 

The figures used for total expenditure include both actual invoices paid and orders raised in the 
system but not yet paid (committed expenditure). In some instances, there can be a lag in time 
between the goods being ordered and being physically delivered on site. From a budget point of 
view it is important to include both actual and committed expenditure to assist with the 
management of budgets. 
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8.3 COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

Nil  
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8.4 DEVELOPMENT, BUILDING AND COMPLIANCE 

8.4.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH, 2020 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325774 

REPORTING OFFICER Sharon Langman, Manager Development, Building and 
Compliance 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

3. Sustainable natural and built environments: we connect 
with the places and spaces around us 

3.2 Our built environments support and enhance liveability 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Compliance with the provisions of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979 and related legislation.  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The information on Development applications approved in March, 2020 be noted.  

 
Introduction 

The Development Applications Approved in March, 2020 Report is submitted for information of the 
Council and the community regarding development applications processed.  

Discussion 

The following development applications were approved by Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council in March, 2020: 

APP. NO. PROPOSED BUILDING STREET NAME 

DA2020/45 New shed Mount Street  

DA2020/34 New farm carport Cricket Ground Drive 

DA2020/33 New shed Burra Road 

DA2020/31 New solar panels Wallendoon Street 

DA2020/28 New retaining wall  Bartley Street 

DA2020/26 New dwelling  Hoares Lane  

DA2020/25 New shed Ross Friend Place 

CDC2020/7 New inground swimming pool O'Briens Road 

DA2020/24 New garage Dickson Street 
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DA2020/23 Additions to dwelling Back Brawlin Road 

DA2020/20 New dwelling  Bartley Street 

DA2020/18 New garage Adams Street 

DA2020/17 New garage Hanley Street 

DA2020/15 New commercial building  Sutton Street 

DA2020/13 New residential units x 4 Queen Street 

DA2020/8 New dwelling  O'Hagan Street 

DA2020/7 New shed, attached carport Hume Street 

DA2020/29 Above ground swimming pool Harvey Park Lane 

   

VALUE OF WORK REPORTED TO THIS MEETING:            $2,056,275.00 

VALUE OF WORK REPORTED YEAR TO DATE:              $7,731,649.00 

THIS TIME LAST YEAR:  
VALUE OF WORK –March  2019:     $3,705,837.00 
VALUE OF WORK – YTD 2019:     $24,010,421.00 
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8.4.2 ON SITE SEWERAGE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (OSSMS) POLICY 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325781 

REPORTING OFFICER Sharon Langman, Manager Development, Building and 
Compliance 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

3. Sustainable natural and built environments: we connect 
with the places and spaces around us 

3.1 The natural environment is valued and protected 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS The adopted and implementation of a policy to govern the 
installation, operation and inspection of onsite sewerage 
management systems will ensure that appropriate fees are levied 
for the administration, approval and ongoing monitoring of these 
systems to protect public health and the environment. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Compliance with the Local Government Act, 1993 and Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are Policy implications associated with this report; the 
applicable Policy is attached. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Draft On Site Sewage Management System Policy ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Council place the draft On Site Sewerage Management Systems Policy, attached to the 
report, on exhibition for a period of not less than 28 days. 

2. The Policy be adopted under delegation should there be no submissions that warrant 
significant changes to the Policy. 

 
 
Introduction 

Councils are required, under the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1993 to approve and 
monitor the installation, operation, and performance of onsite sewerage management systems 
(OSSMS) within their Local Government Area. Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council does not 
currently have a comprehensive register of OSSMS nor a policy for their installation, inspection or 
ongoing monitoring. The attached policy has been developed to ensure that Council is able to fulfil 
its obligations under the Act and monitor OSSMS to safeguard against any environmental or public 
health risk they may pose.  

Discussion 

There are approximately 1,700 rural and village properties within the Cootamundra-Gundagai 
Regional Council area, and whilst it is acknowledged many of these properties do not have a dwelling 
or on site sewerage management system located upon them, the knowledge of how many systems 
and where they are located is limited. It is known that there are systems located within the 
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catchment of watercourses and rivers and that these systems pose a risk to both the environment 
and public health when they are not operated and maintained in an effective manner.  

In 2012 the former Cootamundra Shire Council adopted a policy (resolution 02/08/12) that 
established a database of OSSMS and a fee for the administration of the database. The former 
Gundagai Shire Council did not have a policy, and as such does not have an OSSMS register. 

The policy establishes a risk-based approach to the ongoing monitoring of OSSMS with systems 
identified as being high risk given priority and greater ongoing attention. The policy also 
communicates to the community Council’s requirements for the installation of OSSMS and the 
documentation required to be submitted for assessment. Education material and information has 
been developed to support the implementation of the Policy and to assist the community in 
understanding Council’s objectives to ensure that any risk to the environment or public health is 
minimised by the appropriate design, installation and ongoing operation of OSSMS. 

It is known that the database, where it exists, is incomplete and staff have commenced a review to 
update. At present the database does not contain a risk rating, nor a record of issued approvals to 
operate. Approval to operate an OSSMS is a legal requirement and is not transferable when property 
is sold, or ownership transferred. Historically Council has not time limited approvals to operate nor 
reviewed/renewed when ownership or land configuration changed. The Policy establishes a process 
to issue approvals to operate after a system is installed and prior to use for new installations as well 
as for existing systems. All systems will be assessed against the same criteria to establish an initial 
risk as referenced in table 1 below. The renewal period for an approval to operate, and inspection 
frequency, is then set accordingly to the identified risk as follows: 

HIGH  every 1 – 3 years 
MEDIUM every 4 – 6 years 
LOW*  every 7 – 10 years   
* includes systems identified as negligible risk  
 
Table 1: Risk Factors 

RISK ASSESSMENT 
FACTORS 

LEVEL OF RISK 

DOMESTIC    
Land area <2Ha 

4 
2Ha - <4Ha 

2 
4-100Ha = 1 
>100Ha = 0 

Distance from water 
bodies 

<40m to depression/gully/dam/ 
intermittent water supply or 
<100m to permanent surface 

water 
4 

40-100m to depression/gully 
/dam/intermittent water 

supply or 100-150m to 
permanent surface water 

2 

>100m to depression/gully/ 
dam/intermittent water supply 
or >150m to permanent surface 

water 
0 

Water Supply Access to reticulated supply 
2 

 No Access to reticulated supply 
0 

Proximity to human 
activity (buildings/ 
recreational lawn/ 
property boundaries 
etc) 

<6m 
2 

6-12m 
1 

>12m 
0 

Slope Steep >20% 
3 

Undulating / Sloping 10-20% 
2 

Flat <10% 
1 

Soil Type Non dispersive 
3 

Moderately dispersive 
2 

Highly Dispersive 
1 

Nearest Bore <250m 
1 

 >250m 
0 

 
HIGH RISK (12-19) 
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All Commercial Properties (including farmstay and tourist accommodation), all pump out systems 
and all systems located in a flood affected area will be considered HIGH risk regardless of any 
mitigation measures.  
 
MEDIUM RISK (7-12) 
Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems (AWTS) have inherent risks if not maintained and 
monitored regularly. All AWTS systems will be considered a minimum of MEDIUM risk. 
 
LOW RISK (4-7) 
NEGLIGBLE (0-3) 
 
Risk categories may be reduced if mitigation works are implemented to reduce the level of risk. Such 
may include audio and visual alarms on collection wells, maintenance of protection zones, or 
reduction in hydraulic loading. Risk category may also change depending on operational 
management of the system. For example if a high risk system was found to be maintained and 
functioning well the inspection frequency (and approval to operate) may be extended to three 
years; conversely if a system with negligible risk was not being maintained or operated optimally 
the inspection frequency may increase. Table 2 below provides inspection frequencies based on risk 
and operating functionality.  
 
Table 2: Approval to Operate and Inspection Frequency 

 RISK RATING 

NEGLIGBLE LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

SY
ST

EM
 F

U
N

C
TI

O
N

A
LI

TY
 

EXCELLENT EXEMPT EXEMPT 5-10 years 3 years 

SATISFACTORY 
10 years 

EXEMPT 
5-10 years 3-5 years 1-3 years 

BELOW AVERAGE 5 years 3 years 2-3 years 1 year 

POOR 1 year 1 year 
Repairs then 1 

year 
Repair and 

reinspection 

 

Council resolved to apply the annual administration charge for onsite sewerage management 
systems across the whole of the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area (resolution 
093/2020). It is proposed that the following fees be included in the 2020/2021 fees and charges to 
support the implementation of the attached Policy. 
 

PROPOSED FEES 2020/2021 inc GST 

S68 Application to Install an OSSM (includes 1 inspection) $165.00 

S68 Application to modify an OSSM  $75.00 

S68 Application to Operate an OSSM $75.00 

OSSMS Inspection Fee (scheduled or complaint investigation when non-compliance 
found) 

$110.00 

OSSM Re-inspection Fee $110.00 

OSSM Administration Charge $46.00 
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Draft On Site Sewage Management 
Systems (OSSMS) Policy  
Policy Approval and Distribution 

Approved by Council resolution 

Responsible Officer Environmental Health Officer 

Section/Service Unit Development, Building and Compliance 

Next Review Date Four years from adoption 

Version Control 

Ref Date Description Resolution Number 

0.1 XX-XX-2019 Presented to Council for Adoption. TBA 

  Presented to Council to facilitate public exhibition 
process. 

 

 

Purpose 
Effective management of domestic sewage and wastewater where there is no direct discharge to reticulated 
sewer is an important consideration for the public health of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 
residents and the environment in which they reside. It requires the active involvement of both the Council 
and landholders. 

Scope 
This Policy will apply to any On-site Sewage Management Systems (OSSMS), Domestic Greywater Treatment 
System (DGTS) and Greywater Diversion Devices (GDD) that hold, process, or re-use or otherwise dispose 
of sewage or by-products of sewage and are not specifically regulated under a pollution control licence 
issued by the Environment Protection Authority.  
 
The systems covered by this Policy will include a wide range of public, commercial and domestic sewage 
management facilities.  
 
The following wastewater treatment devices are all classed as OSSMS:  

• Septic tank and absorption trenches.  

• Septic tank and evapo-transpiration areas. 

• Aerated wastewater treatment systems. 

• Septic tank to pump out.  

• Dry composting toilets and grey water treatment systems.  

• Wet composting toilets and subsurface application systems.  

• Septic tank and constructed wetlands.  

• Septic tank and soil mound systems.  

• Package treatment plants.  

• Any other system that stores, treats and/or disposes of sewage and wastewater on-site.  

Objectives 
This Policy and related Procedures has been developed to guide Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 
to assess and regulate the design, installation, operation and maintenance of new and existing on-site 
sewage management systems. 
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The objectives of the On-site Sewage Management Policy are to: 

• Guide landholders towards sustainable on-site management of domestic sewage and wastewater; 

• Protect and enhance public health and the environment; 

• Enable efficient regulation and monitoring of on-site sewage management systems; and 

• Maintain compliance to Legislation and Regulation in NSW. 

Application requirements for new installations or modifications 
to existing systems 
All systems must be designed in accordance with AS/NZ 1547:2012 On Site Domestic Wastewater 
Management, AS/NZ 1546.1 and the Environment & Health Protection Guidelines On Site Sewage 
Management for Single Households (Jan 998) (‘Silver Book). 
 
The On Site Sewage Management System to be installed or constructed must be accredited by the NSW 
Department of Health. 
 

1. Subdivision and Rezoning 
A Land Capability Assessment and System Design Report will be required for all applications on land 
areas less that 1ha, or when the land is impacted by environmental constraints (biodiversity, flood 
impacted, proximity to watercourses).  
 
The Land Capability Assessment and System Design Report for on site effluent disposal, is to be 
prepared in accordance with AS/NZ 1546.1, by a geotechnical engineer, soil geologist, soil scientist or 
other suitably qualified and competent person, experienced in on-site effluent disposal.  
 
The scale of information contained in a land capability assessment may vary, depending on the size and 
nature of the proposed development. The land capability assessment is a document written in a report 
format and contains sufficient details for Council to make an informed decision about the proposal.  
 
The Report shall provide the following:  

• A site assessment of the subject property and soil capabilities with regard to its suitability for 
the disposal of effluent on each of the proposed allotments that make up the subdivision. 
Hydraulic loading, wet weather storage, water and nutrient balance shall be included in the 
calculations. Calculations are to be included in the report.  

• Soil test results in accordance with The Environment and Protection Guidelines 1998 - On-Site 
Sewage Management for Single Households and AS/NZS 1547:2012 for each allotment from 
the registered NATA laboratory used to test the soil.  

• Assessment of cumulative environmental impacts for multi lot subdivisions. 

• Mitigation measures where moderate or major limitations are identified within the soil 
parameters, or to address environmental or site constraints. 

• Recommended system methodology including recommended disposal envelopes, bunding or 
diversion earthworks. 

• A contoured Site Plan, drawn to scale, identifying: 
o location of proposed disposal fields;  
o location and distances from all boundaries; 
o location of any structures and environmentally sensitive areas i.e. trees and 

permanent/intermittent watercourses, and groundwater bores, located on any land 
located within 100m of the OSSMS;  

o flood height data (if flood impacted); and  
o landscaped mitigation requirements. 
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2. Install or Alter 

Applications to install a new OSSMS or alter an existing OSSMS in the Cootamundra-Gundagai 
Regional Council shall be on Council’s prescribed form and accompanied by the fee identified in 
Council’s fees and charges. Applications are to be accompanied by the following information: 

• Site plan (drawn to scale) clearly identifying the location of the OSSMS and Effluent 
Management Area displaying: 

o Distances from all neighbouring boundaries, permanent and intermittent 

watercourses, waterbodies and domestic groundwater bores and wells; 
o Distances from dwellings and outbuildings (including pools and domestic water tanks); 

and  
o Any landscaping design required for surface irrigation fields. 

• Manufacturers specification and NSW Health Accreditation certificate; 

• Calculations for the disposal area sizing; and  

• Site and Soil Assessment Report (GEOTEC) ** 
The report is to be prepared by an experienced and appropriately qualified wastewater 
consultant and in accordance with AS/NZS 1547:2012. The Report will include a Land Capability 
Assessment and the proposed system design – including (but not limited to) system type, 
location, size, EMA and any mitigation measures. 

 
**NOTE: A Land Capability Assessment and System Design Report will be required for all applications on 
land areas less that 1ha, or when the land is impacted by environmental constraints (biodiversity, flood 
impacted, proximity to watercourses).  
 

Approval to operate an On Site Sewage Management System 
Section 68 of the Local Government Act requires that each OSSMS in use has an Approval to Operate. The 
Approval to Operate will only be issued, where the installation and operation complies with the 
requirements of Section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993 and the objectives of the OSSMS Policy. The 
initial approval to operate shall only be issued after the final inspection and prior to commissioning the 
OSSMS. 
 
An Approval to operate an OSSMS will be issued upon satisfactory inspection of each facility or where the 
service history indicates the system is regularly serviced and is in good working order. The schedule for 
renewal will be assessed and issued on the basis of risk and system functionality.  
 
Change of Ownership - The Local Government Act states that the approval to operate is not transferable to 
new owners and must be renewed within a period of 3 months after the date on which the land is 
transferred or otherwise conveyed to another owner. 

 
New Systems 
An Approval to Operate an on-site sewage management application shall be applied for as part of a Final 
Occupancy Certificate (where applicable). The Approval and lapse date will be issued based on Risk Factors 
(Table 1). 

Monitoring and Inspection Program 
Council will implement a monitoring program of existing systems to ensure that these systems meet the 
environmental and health performance objectives set out in the Policy. The monitoring program will involve 
monitoring service documentation, and an inspection schedule based on risk factors and operational status. 

Risk Factors 
Initial Assessment 
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All OSSMS will initially be assessed based on a desktop audit of Risk Factors (Table 1). High Risk systems will 
be a priority and scheduled for inspection first. Following an inspection, the Approval renewal and 
inspection schedule will be based on Risk and System Functionality (Table 2). 

 
Initial inspection Frequency based on Risk Factors only: 
HIGH   every 1-3 years 
MEDIUM  every 4-6 years 
LOW & NEGLIGBLE every 7-10 years 
 
Irrespective of risk rating, all systems will be inspected on receipt of any complaint. 
 
Commercial systems 
All commercially used properties operating an OSSMS will be classed as HIGH risk. The frequency of 
inspections will be based on assessments at the time of the first inspection. 
 
Table 1: Risk Factors 

RISK ASSESSMENT 
FACTORS 

LEVEL OF RISK 

DOMESTIC    

Land area <2Ha 

4 

2Ha - <4Ha 

2 

4-100Ha = 1 

>100Ha = 0 

Distance from water bodies <40m to depression/gully/ 

dam/intermittent water 

supply or 

<100m to permanent 

surface water 

4 

40-100m to depression/ 

gully/dam/intermittent 

water supply or 

100-150m to permanent 

surface water 

2 

>100m to depression/gully 

/dam/intermittent water 

supply or 

>150m to permanent 

surface water 

0 

Water supply Access to reticulated supply 

2 

 No Access to reticulated 

supply 

0 

Proximity to human activity 

(buildings/recreational 

lawn/property boundaries 

etc.) 

<6m 

2 

6-12m 

1 

>12m 

0 

Slope Steep >20% 

3 

Undulating / Sloping 10-

20% 

2 

Flat <10% 

1 

Soil type Non dispersive 

3 

Moderately dispersive 

2 

Highly Dispersive 

1 

Nearest bore <250m 

1 

 >250m 

0 
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HIGH RISK (12-19) 
All Commercial Properties (including farmstay and tourist accommodation), all pump out systems 
and all systems located in a flood affected area will be considered HIGH risk regardless of any 
mitigation measures.  

 
MEDIUM RISK (7-12) 
Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems (AWTS) have inherent risks if not maintained and 
monitored regularly to ensure that the system is working, and that secondary disinfection is taking 
place. All AWTS systems will be considered a minimum of MEDIUM risk. 
 
LOW RISK (4-7) 
Risk categories may be reduced if mitigation works are undertaken/implemented to reduce risks to 
the environment i.e. audio and visual alarms on collection wells, maintenance of protection zones, 
or reduction in hydraulic loading 
 
NEGLIGBLE (0-3) 
 

System Functionality  
Following the first inspection, assessment of System Functionality and Risk Rating will determine 
subsequent Approval renewal and inspection schedule. 

 
Table 2: Approval to Operate and Inspection Frequency 

 RISK RATING 

NEGLIGBLE LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

SY
ST

EM
 F

U
N

C
TI

O
N

A
LI

TY
 EXCELLENT EXEMPT EXEMPT 5-10 years 3 years 

SATISFACTORY 
10 years 

EXEMPT 
5-10 years 3-5 years 1-3 years 

BELOW AVERAGE 5 years 3 years 2-3 years 1 year 

POOR 1 year 1 year 
Repairs then 1 

year 

Repair and 

reinspection 

 
NOTE: Negligible and Low risk OSSMS that are found to be in excellent condition and operational status will 
be issued with a 10-year Approval to Operate and will be exempt from the inspection schedule.  

Inspection and Compliance 
Inspections will be undertaken in accordance with the relevant risk assessment and the Approval to 
Operate. 
 
In the case of complaint investigation, Council may exercise relevant powers of entry to a property pursuant 
to the provisions of the Local Government Act and Regulation. Where warranted, Orders under the 
provisions of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act or Local Government Act and Regulation 
may be served as necessary. 
 
Where rectification works are required, the owner will be advised on site and with follow up in writing of 
rectification works required. A timeframe for the completion of the required works will be provided. 
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If the owner is unable to complete any required works due to financial hardship, Council may exercise 
appropriate discretion and take account of factors such as capacity to pay, risks posed and timeframe given 
for compliance. 

 

If an OSSMS, that is located within 75 metres of a sewer of Council, fails and requires replacement then 
Council may require connection of sanitary drainage to the sewer infrastructure, as necessary, under the 
provisions of the Local Government Act. 

 

Where ongoing defective systems are detected, site specific management plans will be formulated with the 
owner/occupier to resolve relevant issues. Where these measures fail, Orders for compliance may be served 
on the owner or operator under the provisions of the Local Government Act and Regulation. 

 

Where Council determines that the owner or occupier of a system has deliberately or willfully altered any 
part of the system that causes pollution of the environment, or there is an immediate threat to public 
health, Council may issue a clean-up notice under the provisions of the Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act 1997. 

 

Where a Notice or Order has been issued and not complied with, Council may issue a Penalty Infringement 
Notice and instigate any further actions as deemed necessary or appropriate under the provisions of the 
Local Government Act and Regulation to prevent further environmental or public health risk 

Fees and Charges 
The fees and charges issued by Council for the approval to install, alter and operate OSSMS are issued to 
the owner of the property. Fees and charges relevant to OSSMS approvals and inspections are included in 
Council’s Operational Plan – Schedule of Fees and Charges. All fees and charges are issued in accordance 
with section 608 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Legislative Framework (Relevant Legislative, Australian Standards, Code of Practice etc.) 
Local Government Act 1993  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005  
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000  
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997  
 
This Policy must be read in conjunction with the most current additions or revisions of the following: 

• NSW Department of Local Government 1998, Environment and Health Protection Guidelines: On- 
Site Sewage Management for Single Households.  

• Department of Energy, Utilities and Sustainability: NSW Guideline for Greywater Reuse in Sewered 
Single Household Residential Premises, 2007  

• AS/NZS 1547:2012 On-Site Domestic Wastewater Management  

• AS/NZS 1546.1:2008 On-Site Domestic Wastewater Treatment Units – Septic Tanks  

• AS/NZS 1546.2:2008 On-Site Domestic Wastewater Treatment Units – Waterless Composting 
Toilets  

• AS/NZS 1546.3:2008 On-Site Domestic Wastewater Treatment Units – Aerated Wastewater 
Treatment Systems  

• AS/NZS 3500 Plumbing and Drainage  

 

Related CGRC Policies, Procedures and Forms 
OSSMS Policy Implementation and Program Monitoring Procedure 
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Review Period 
This document is to be reviewed every four (4) years to ensure that it remains relevant and meets legislative 
requirements. 

Policy Statement 
This policy outlines Council’s commitment to domestic sewerage and wastewater management in 

unsewered areas and defines how the risks associated with On-Site Sewage Management Systems (OSSMs) 

are monitored and managed within the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Local Government Area 

(LGA). 

 

The Policy and associated Procedures provide a management framework which allows Council to effectively 

regulate OSSMS and ensure that any public health and environmental risks are effectively reduced. 

 

In implementing the OSSMS Policy, Council will endeavour to: 

• Establish and maintain a current database of all OSSMS; 

• Work with owners and operators of OSSMS to educate and raise awareness of their responsibilities 
and expectations for the operation and management of OSSMS; 

• Ensure transparency, consistency and fairness in Council’s functions in relation to OSSMS; 

• Establish and undertake a risk-based inspection and monitoring program to ensure that systems 

comply with legislative requirements. 
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8.4.3 ADOPTION OF RURAL LANDS STRATEGY 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325791 

REPORTING OFFICER Sharon Langman, Manager Development, Building and 
Compliance 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

2. A prosperous and resilient economy: we are innovative and 
'open for business' 

2.2 Strategic land-use planning is co-ordinated and needs-based 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Draft Rural Lands Strategy ⇩     

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Council place the amended draft Rural Lands Strategy, attached to the report, on exhibition 
for a period of 28 days. 

2. Consultation be undertaken with the relevant State Government Agencies seeking their 
comments. 

 
Introduction 

In 2018, Council began the process of engagement and research to produce a Rural Lands Strategy 
that would inform the creation of the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Local Environmental 
Plan (LEP). The draft Rural Land Strategy, attached to the report, was placed on public exhibition 
during October, 2019. Following exhibition Councillors requested to meet with representatives from 
the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment and Department of Agriculture. This 
occurred in January, 2020 the outcomes from that meeting and Councillors further comments have 
been incorporated into the draft document. 

Discussion 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council, as a merged Council, is required to implement a 
comprehensive suite of planning instruments to align land use controls across the entire local 
government area (LGA). Each of the two former Council areas has unique aspects to their rural land 
and accordingly it has been managed differently. In recognising the aspects of the planning 
instruments that work well for each area a strategic approach was undertaken to protect the 
uniqueness and provide justification and rationale for dealing with some of the complex rural land 
issues across the whole LGA.  

During 2018 Council undertook a significant amount of community and agency engagement and 
consultation as well as extensive research to develop ten issues papers dealing with the uniqueness 
of rural land use within the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area. These issues papers 
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provided a solid base to move forward with the community aspirations as articulated during the 
consultation and research phase.  

The outcomes and aspirations from the ten issues were refined into five directions and formed the 
basis of the draft Rural Lands Strategy. Under these five directions the draft Strategy was placed on 
exhibition during October 2018. Following that exhibition a meeting was held with Council and 
representatives from NSW Department of Planning, Environment and Industry and Department of 
Agriculture to facilitate a way to reach common understanding of some of the issues that were 
viewed by agencies as more controversial and not in keeping with their expected outcomes.   

The amended draft Rural Lands Strategy incorporates the discussion points and outcomes of the 
meeting, some additional community feedback and further input from Councillors. In accordance 
with the draft Community Participation Plan, it is recommended that Council place this draft 
strategy on exhibition for 28 days to allow for community input and additional communication with 
State Government Agencies. 
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8.5 REGULATORY SERVICES 

Nil  
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8.6 ASSETS 

8.6.1 PLANT INCOME MANAGEMENT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325814 

REPORTING OFFICER Ganesh Ganeshamoorthy, Manager Assets 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.1 Decision-making is based on collaborative, transparent and 
accountable leadership 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Plant Income Management report for 2019/20 financial year be received and noted. 

 
 
Introduction 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Plant Benchmarking is based on the guidelines provided 

by the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia (IPWEA) Plant Vehicle Management Manual. 

For certain categories of plant, the actual hours of usage are below the bench marking hours. A 

detailed review on how to increase the usage of these items of plant, or to consider marking 

alternative arrangements, will be done as part of the Plant Management Program. 

The management of Light Fleet, Plant and Heavy Vehicle and the changeover/replacement policy 

for the same, is critical to ensure operational requirements are met and best value is provided for 

Council and the Cootamundra and Gundagai communities. 

Discussion 

Life Cycle Cost 

Internal hire rates are based on the whole of life cycle costs and annual budget internal hire rates 
reflect full cost recovery including the cost of replacement. Depreciation charges reflect the level of 
funding required to replace an items optimum replacement point. A review of the existing data 
revealed that rates for certain plant items needs to be altered to reflect the full cost recovery and 
to improve the plant replacement fund. 

The available data for actual expenditure for each plant items is only for 2018/19 and 2019/20. 
Therefore, it is proposed to review and alter the internal hire rate at the end of this financial year 
and implement the new hire rates from 1st July, 2020 for the 2020/21 financial year. 
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The figure below shows the cumulative plant income for 2018/19 and 2019/20. The trend line 
indicates that the Plant Income for 2019/20 is on target to exceed the Plant Income during 2018/19. 

 

 

 

During the 2019/20 financial year the following Plant Income has been recorded: 

 Description Amount 

 Plant Income at the end of March, 2020 $2,235,585 

 Highest Monthly Plant Income (February, 2020) $350,000 

 Lowest Monthly Income (January, 2020) $175,000 

 Average Monthly Income $265,000 

 

The following table provides plant income for the remaining period of the current financial year and 
additional bulk bookings to be made for plant items to achieve the budget figure. 

 Description Amount 

 Plant Income at the end of March, 2020 $2,235,585 

 Current Shortfall – Budget less actual YTD $ (1,184,415) 

 Forecast Plant Income from April to June, 2020  $1,050,000 

 Booking for Plant items with usage significantly below 
benchmark hours 

$115,000 

 Forecast Plant Income for 2019/20 $3,400,585 
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Proposed additional Plant Income  

It is proposed to achieve the following income for the various categories of plants listed below by 
booking the usage to relevant work order numbers or to relevant operational areas. 

Plant Category   
Proposed 
Income 

Skid Steer   $11,000 

Forklift   $2,000 

Garbage Compactor   $52,000 

Minor Plant   $17,000 

Trailers   $6,000 

Trucks   $13,000 

Light Vehicles   $14,000 

      

 Total    $115,000 

 

The Forecast Plant Income is projected to be a shortfall of $20,000 below original 19/20 Budget. 

Within the Plant Replacement Program, the Gundagai garbage truck has never been part of the 
plant fund and will be replaced from the Waste reserve, reducing the cost to the plant fund by 
approximately $400k required in the coming quarter. This adjustment will be included in the March 
QBR, and that a revised Plant Replacement Programme is the focus of ongoing meetings, with a final 
draft to be presented to the May meeting. Items of plant will be identified for disposal based on 
usage, during upcoming discussions. 
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8.7 CIVIL WORKS 

8.7.1 TENDER FOR WINNING AND CRUSHING OF GRAVEL 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325783 

REPORTING OFFICER Shelley Liehr, Executive Assistant - Operations 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

3. Sustainable natural and built environments: we connect 
with the places and spaces around us 

3.2 Our built environments support and enhance liveability 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Value of tender expected to exceed $250,000. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Council endorse the open tendering method for the proposed contract for winning and 
crushing of gravel. 

2. A further report be prepared and submitted for the consideration of Council at the 
completion of the tendering process. 

 
Introduction 

Council’s gravel stockpiles in the Cootamundra area are low and, as such, new material needs to be 
sourced from existing private pits. In order to win this material, Council has previously arranged 
these works via a contractor after advertising a tender.  

In 2016 material was won and stockpiled with 10,000m3 being sourced from several pits. Once won 
and crushed the material goes into Council store and is costed accordingly against various jobs. Such 
jobs include road construction and gravel resheeting. 

This tender would be applicable to gravel sources around the whole local government area. 

Discussion 

Part 3, Division 1, Section 55 (1)(e) of the Local Government Act, 1993 states that Council must invite 
tenders before entering into any number of contracts, such as a contract for the provision of goods 
or materials to the Council for amounts over $250,000 including GST or contracts expected to 
exceed two (2) years.  Further, Part 7, Division 2, Section 166 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, states that whenever a council is required by Section 55 of the Act to invite tenders 
before entering into a contract, the council must decide which method of tendering is to be 
used.  The following methods may be chosen: 

(a) The open tendering method by which tenders for the proposed contract are invited by public 
advertisement.  
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(b) The selective tendering method by which invitations to tender for a proposed contract are 
made following a public advertisement asking for expressions of interest. And,  

(c) The selective tendering method by which recognised contractors, selected from a list 
prepared or adopted by the council, are invited to tender for proposed contracts of a 
particular kind.      

In this instance, open tendering is seen to be the most beneficial and fair method in the case of 
winning and crushing of gravel.  
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8.7.2 CIVIL WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES REPORT - APRIL 2020 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325779 

REPORTING OFFICER Shelley Liehr, Executive Assistant - Operations 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

3. Sustainable natural and built environments: we connect 
with the places and spaces around us 

3.2 Our built environments support and enhance liveability 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Civil Works and Technical Services Report for the month of April, 2020 be received. 

 
Introduction 

This report provides a detailed update of the Civil Works and Technical Services Departments’ works 
undertaken for the month of April, 2020. 

Discussion 

Maintenance grading and some gravel resheeting has been undertaken on various roads to the west 
of Stockinbingal which was initiated by the heavy rainfall in that area in March, 2020. Gundagai 
crews have completed maintenance grading on Kangaroo Mount Road with the crew continuing 
towards Carrs Road and Wee Jasper Road.  

Works on the Gap Bridge project are fundamentally complete. Over the last month work on finishing 
and trimming the pavement was completed which seen the project bitumen sealed. New signage 
has been installed and line marking has been undertaken along the length of the project. The project 
has also involved the replacement and installation of new guard rail in order to meet new safety 
standards and requirements, in particular the approaches to the Gap Bridge and along the left-hand 
side ascending from the southside of the underpass. 

The last of the annual resealing projects have been completed around the whole local government 
area. some of these projects are yet to be re-line marked, which is expected to be completed by the 
end of April, 2020. 

The Adjungbilly Road project has now reached practical completion with stabilisation and sealing 
completed prior to the Easter break. The Muttama Road reconstruction project is continuing with 
placement of DGB20 road base now underway. This project is being funded from the regional road 
REPAIR program. 
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Drainage work is continuing on West, Punch and Luke Streets. A new concrete spoon drain has been 
poured in West Street and kerb and gutter installed in Punch and Luke Streets. These works were 
part of the stormwater mitigation works being funded from the Stronger Communities Grants. 
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8.8 TECHNICAL SERVICES 

Nil  

8.9 FACILITIES 

Nil  

8.10 WASTE, PARKS AND RECREATION 

Nil  
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9 MOTION OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

9.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - THAT THE WASTE STRATEGY PLAN BE ADOPTED AND MADE 
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT. 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325770 

REPORTING OFFICER Charlie Sheahan, Councillor 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager     

 
The following Notice of Motion signed by Councillor Charlie Sheahan was submitted on 9 April, 2020. 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Council meeting of : 

MOTION 

That the Waste Strategy Plan be adopted and made available for public review and comment. 

 
Note from Councillor 

As the Material Recycling Facility tender process has been undertaken to address the recycling of 
waste component of the Waste Strategy Plan which, I reaffirm, was adopted in principal (Minute 
no. 444/2019) at the Ordinary Meeting held 26th November, 2019. 

 

Professor Joseph Drew has reviewed the financial and operation aspects and believes the Waste 
Strategy to be a seven (7) year project. I feel, the sooner discussions are undertaken with the 
community, direction and priority for action can be formulated and undertaken by Cootamundra-
Gundagai Regional Council for the benefit of the community. 
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9.2 NOTICE OF MOTION - THAT COUNCIL WRITE TO THE HONORABLE SHELLEY HANCOCK, 
MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AND MS STEPH COOKE, MEMBER FOR 
COOTAMUNDRA, ADVISING THEM THAT COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL 
COUNCIL HAVE UNDERTAKEN THE RATE HARMONISATION, LEGISLATED BY THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THE LETTER INCLUDE THE TABLE OF RATE CHANGES, THE 
FORMULA APPLIED TO ASCERTAIN THE HARMONISATION FIGURES AND A COMMENT ON 
THE ADVERSE IMPACT THAT THE RATE INCREASES ARE LIKELY TO HAVE ON MANY 
MEMBERS OF ITS COMMUNITY. 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 325895 

REPORTING OFFICER Leigh Bowden, Councillor 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager     

 
The following Notice of Motion signed by Councillor Leigh Bowden was submitted on 22 April, 2020. 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Council meeting of Tuesday, 
28 April, 2020: 

MOTION 

That Council write to the Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Shelley Hancock, and Member 
for Cootamundra,  Ms Steph Cooke, MP advising them that Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council has undertaken the Rate Harmonisation as legislated by the State Government, and that 
the letter include the table of rate changes, the formula applied to ascertain the harmonisation 
figures and a comment on the adverse impact that the rate increases are likely to have on many 
members of its community. 

 

 
Note from Councillor 

1. The NSW Government, particularly our immediate representatives, need to understand the 
impact of the legislation of Rate Harmonisation on the community in this merged council. 

2. That the Cootamundra and Gundagai communities understand that the Rate Harmonisation 
was legislated by the State Government and that Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council fully 
understands the “rate shock” which has ensued but is not in a position to do otherwise. 
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10 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil   

11 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS    

Nil  
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